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MARCH 2021 

In Lockdown Again 

Shed closed, but new horizon looms! 
 

Who would have thought it that when we came out of the first lockdown, we would 
soon find ourselves back in the same situation and after that, still be unable to meet 
due to Bletchley finding itself in Tier 2, then Tier 3 and then full restrictions?  But that 
is what has happened, and as ever, the Shed Network of friends have been there to 
provide support. 

Although we have not been able to be together in person at the Shed, we have kept 
in touch with each other by Social Media, Zoom chats, email and of course, by the 
tried and trusted telephone. So, there is no reason why anyone should feel alone.  If 
you just want a chat, within reason, I am nearly always available and a email to the 
Shed email address of men.in.sheds.west.bletchley@gmail.com will always get a 
reply. 

So unfortunately, the Shed is now closed but subject to the Government lifting the 
present restrictions in accordance with its published pathway, we should soon be able 
to meet again in a restricted way from 17 May.  But for now, we can at least meet up 
outdoors, so Dave is going to set up a gathering, socially distanced of course, for those 
who would just like to have a chat. 

Door Signs 
This year, we are trialling a new idea – door signs and numbers utilizing a new piece 
of kit that the Shed has purchased this year, namely a pyrography burner.  This tool 
allows for images to be burnt into wood which once sanded and smooth, are then give 
a couple of coats of yacht varnish to weather protect them. Designed to live outdoors, 
and to provide a wide choice, in of designs, several house name signs like “Chez 
Nous”, “Dun Romin” and “A spoilt dog’s servant lives here” which somewhat replicate 
the humorous examples that can be found at seaside gift shop locations. 
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Not content with this, I 
experimented with 
painting on wood, and 
once I am happy with the 
results, these too will be 
varnished and offered for 
sale. 

Possibly a niche product, 
but I have enjoyed making 
them, and if you have a 
picture that you would like 
added to wood, do contact 
me via the Shed on our 
open mornings and I will 
willingly attempt to try to 
create something totally 
unique.  To that end, as I 
have an interest in 
caravanning, I have 
managed to reproduce a 
passable image of a 
caravan onto wood and 
paint it, so anything 
should be possible given 
the patience and the will to 
make it succeed.  

The latest examples that I 
have tried out are purely images that have been copied onto wood and then carefully 
painted over a number of days by using modelling paints followed by three coats of 
varnish as mentioned above.  These do take a good deal longer to make so the price 
charged will have to reflect this, but I hope you will agree, it’s a different idea.  I’m 
thinking of making some limited numbers of humorous slogans which hang up and 
typical ones that I have seen which could be replicated includes, “Warning – 
trespassers will be composted”, and, “You may have many best friends, but your dog 
only has one”. 
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I have also experimented with painting transferred 
images onto wood using enamel paints. The overall 
effect is quite pleasing but does require a degree of 
patience to let one colour dry before applying another, 
other bad language results and you must start again. 

 

Having tried the relatively easier flower pictures, I 
wanted a harder challenge so set myself the task of 
painting one of the photographs in my massive portfolio 
of steam engines, so chose one of 6412 stood at the 
water column in Buckfastleigh station. Purists might 
say that it lacks ‘movement’, but not all artists convey 
this preferring instead to capture Shed or Station 

scenes and this is what I have tried to do.   
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Would I do this sort of thing again?  Well, when you have time on your hands, the Devil 
makes work so never say never. It depends on whether dark winter evenings need to 
be filled . 

Not perhaps to all tastes, but I am 
told that they are quite popular and 
sell well at Fetes etc. so let us test 
the market. Over to our supporters! 

Images like this do take some time 
to execute, because when painting 
onto bare wood, it is important to 
ensure that the colours do not run. 
Copyright is also an issue, as if an 
image is available on the Internet, 
you can bet that somebody owns 
rights to that.  What you can do, is 
to alter the image in some way so 
that it differs slightly from the 
original. I have done this with the 
picture of a woodpecker, as I 
altered the tree to remove a couple 
of branches thus making it appear 
as though the bird was climbing up 
the tree. Quite hard to visualise at 
the outset, but once your outline 
has been transferred to wood, you 
can then play about with it to find 

something that pleases you, which is what any hobby should seek to do. 

MK Community Wellbeing Hub 
 

It is no secret that the Shed has for some time, been looking for an alternative place 
to meet, as although the Rickley Park workshop amply meets our present 
requirements, it does place restrictions on the number of people that we can have 
working there at any one time as we have to comply with the Health and Safety at 
Work Act and the need to maintain a safe working environment. 

In terms of safety, in normal times, eight people is the maximum number that we can 
accommodate in the Shed at any one time, and although in normal times we are now 
a five day a week operation, we would like to be in a position to offer friendship and 
greater community facilities than we are currently able to do. 
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The present workshop does not lend itself to being as inclusive as we would like 
particularly as some people for reasons of health, or perhaps just not liking woodwork, 
are unable or unwilling to come along and are therefore excluded.  So, with that in 
mind, the Shed started looking around for alternatives but quickly came up against the 
issue of market rents being far in excess of what is affordable as well as needing to 
go through the planning process to record a Change of Use. 

So, by asking around – well hassling anyone who would listen - the Milton Keynes 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) put me in touch with other organisations which 
were also looking for a larger home and on their own are in much the same position 
as our Shed in being able to afford new premises. By working together, we are agreed 
that it should be possible to form a Community Wellbeing Hub and although not located 
in Bletchley, we want to start the Hub now rather than wait for suitable premises to 
come along. Pandemic restrictions permitting, we hope to be able to start in a small 
way at the Church of Christ the Vine in Coffee Hall in 2021. More details will follow just 
as soon as we can publish a launch date with a degree of confidence, 

The idea behind the MK Community Wellbeing Hub, is that it will offer a drop-in café 
with a safe space to chat and make friends. It will also offer space for a community 
garden to be built and develop and also space for alternatives to woodworking. 

It is, let me say at the outset, not, and never has been, the intention to replicate the 
three Sheds that currently exist within the Milton Keynes Council area.  It will be 
complementary to the activities that they currently offer.  The new Shed will have a 
name and it has been proposed to call it the “Friendship Shed”, Once up and running, 
it will be offering a repair facility for those items which otherwise would get thrown 
away, drawing upon the expertise as required of electricians and other former 
tradespeople. But to get it started, the first activities offered will be Painting by 
Numbers, Model Making and Crafts. 

As I have said, at the moment, a formal date for opening cannot be announced 
because of the present uncertainties around the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions, but 
we very much hope that a public launch will take place during June this year.  
Membership of the Friendship Shed will equally be open to men and women. 

An exciting opportunity – watch this space! 

 


